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“Women are the real 

architects of society.” 
-Harriet Beecher Stowe 

January 2021 

 Have you ever taken a look at some 

of the amusing holidays that are listed for 

each month?  January 4th is National Spa-

ghetti Day.  January 8th is Bubble Bath Day. 

January 16th is Appreciate a Dragon Day.  

There are many, many others, including the 

most important of all -- National Pie Day 

(January 23rd) -- perhaps someday to be re-

named The Day Denise Retired Day.  Yup, 

can you believe it has been almost a year?   

 Yet, there are also important days 

that are commemorated each month.  In 2018, 

January 24th was designated as the Interna-

tional Day of Education. This UN designation 

followed the recognition of the importance of 

education for all when one of the 2030 Sus-

tainable Development Goals became Quality 

Education.  This goal (SDG #4) seeks to 

“ensure inclusive and equitable quality educa-

tion and promote lifelong learning opportuni-

ties for all.”   

Some of the benefits of education are:  

     • Lifting children out of hunger and poverty 

     • Allow individuals to more productive 

     • Contributing to improved health 

     • Promoting peace 

     • Increasing economic growth 

     • Helping to reduce inequality 

 Still, worldwide, 258 million chil-

dren and youth do not attend school – about 

one fifth of the global population in that age 

group.  More than one-half of all children and 

adolescents worldwide are not meeting mini-

mum proficiency standards in reading and 

mathematics.  

 Zonta International is doing its small 

part to change these grim statistics.  One of its 

current international service projects is Let Us 

Learn Madagascar: Empowering Girls through 

Education.   This project, in partnership with 

UNICEF USA, seeks to address education and 

gender inequity by ensuring more children, par-

ticularly girls, have access to post primary edu-

cation and ensuring that the education system 

has the capacity to offer quality teaching.   

 Closer to home, what are we doing to 

enhance education in our communities?  I can 

hear those of you who have had to do at home 

schooling running from the room, screaming at 

the question.  But think bigger and broader.  

Are we teaching those we encounter by being 

role models?  Are we going beyond reading, 

writing, and arithmetic to also teach them ap-

propriate emotional and behavioral responses to 

life events? Have you taught your teenagers 

what “consent” means when dating?  Are we 

teaching our daughters that it is okay to study 

science, technology, and mathematics?   

 Finally, in the words of Dr. Suess: 

“The more that you read, the more things you 

will know, the more that you will learn, the 

more places you’ll go.” 
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“Education is a human right, a public good, and a public responsibility.” 

-United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  



Our Year in Review 
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What a year it has been! Despite the challenges presented at the be-

ginning of the year with COVID19, Zonta Club of Cheyenne was still 

able to do good work in the community and as an organization. A lot 

of our meetings looked like the screen shot above and most of our 

pictures feature our members wearing masks. But we were able to 

adapt so quickly and continue to make progress in the advancement 

of women worldwide. Our District 12 Seminar was fantastic; we were 

still able to award scholarships to young women; The Silent March 

was held in a safe and socially distant setting. And we all were still 

able to laugh and have fun! Let us see what 2021 holds for us! 



3 
Announcements 

 Thank you for the beautiful present, just love it!  Also, thanks for the fun Christmas zoom happy 

hour.  Was great to see everyone and the unique mask entries.   

 My mask was made by my sister-in-law who lives in Eugene Oregon.  For 50 years she has kept 

our piggy tradition going.  She never misses a chance to send me some crazy pig item, banks, ink pins, 

coffee mugs etc.  Its not that I collect pigs in fact I do not, but they always bring back memories of Christ-

mas’s past.   

 While my husband was in the service we were stationed away from our roots on the west coast.  

No matter how far we were from home we always managed to make the road trip home for Christmas.  

When my girls were young, I would try to entertain them with a game I created called “The Trip Fairy”. I 

would wrap plastic animals, crayons, candy, etc. up and they were challenged to find things on the road 

before getting a trip fairy present.  When we arrived at my sister in laws house, they would inevitably drag 

all their toys into her house.  Many were left behind as we packed to go back home.  It was the most gruel-

ing trip, just imagine two days in the front of a truck with two toddlers before the time of seat belts.   

 Well, my family would find these toys stashed all over their house and mail them back to us. It 

would happen every time until I took a few of the pigs, melted them in a frying pan and returned them in an envelope.  And so, it goes, a life-

time of pigs in the mail!   

Winner of the Ugly Mask Contest, Linda Bogart 

Linda your mask is cute, not ugly! But you’re still a winner! 



4 
Announcements 



5 Meeting Minutes Summary 



2020 Club Officers And Board  

President: Denise Parrish  

parrishzonta@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: Michelle Aldrich 

Michelle.aldrich@wyo.gov   

 

Secretary: Belinda Sawyer  

belindawyohomes@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Kathy Cathcart  

kcathcart@TheAlignTeam.org  

 

Board Directors:  

Brenda Mathre  

Ilaine Brown 

Betty Abernethy 

Rebecca Reid 

Audra Johnson 

 

Nominating Committee  

Dasa Roberston 

Ann Erdmann 

Mary Walker 

 

Committee Chairs  

Advocacy: Denise Parrish 

Communication: Brenda Mathre 

Finance:  Kathy Cathcart 

Membership:  Betty Abernethy 

Service:  Audra Gagnon 

 

Zonta International Foundation for Women       

Ambassador: Karen Pacheco 

Club Historian: Linda Bogart 

Candice Griess   1/20 

Zonta Foundation :  

Kristie Wilson (Ch)  

Linda Bogart (V Ch)  

Denise Parrish (Sec)  

Melissa Martin (Tres)  

Donna Angel (Member at Large) 

Upcoming Events: 

 
January 7: Board Meeting via Zoom 

 

January 11: Wear Blue Day 

 

January 14:  Member Meeting via Zoom 

 

January 16: Glow in the Dark Event 

 

January 20:  Awareness Wednesday with guest speaker 
via Zoom 

We would love to see your pictures! 

It would be great to see all of our fabulous members doing things with 

their families, at work and in support of Zonta and the community. If you 

have pictures you’d like to share, please send to Michelle Huff at 

mnrc130@yahoo.com. Thank you! 

Ann Erdman   1/22 


